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Aggression: The Purposes of the Union, and the Comparative Effects of Slavery and Freedom There is another
item of this message which commands my especial commendation. It is that sincerely expressed desire that we
may preserve, in all time, friendly relations with all the nations of the earth. The sad experience of the last few
years cannot fail to impress the mind of every one with the importance of honorable peace. The expression of
the sentiment is truly gratifying to those who feel that the late war, which, if honorable to the prowess of our
arms, has brought many woes to our people, and a vexed question which threatens the perpetuity of the
institutions we revere, and is evidence that this war impressed upon the mind of the Executive of the nation the
importance of cultivating the relations of friendship with the whole world. It is gratifying to me, sir, as it will be
to the friends of peace everywhere, to find that this distinguished hero, fresh from the field of slaughter, where
he had spent years amidst the desolating scenes of bloody conflict - who had so recently been the eye-witness to
that wretchedness and misery which are the inevitable, bitter fruits of war, should express in strong terms the
deep anxiety he feels to preserve a beloved country from their dread consequences. It may be, too, that his keen
perceptions have enabled him to discover that disposition which seems to pervade our people, to regard few
men as qualified for the discharge of civil trusts until they have either killed an Indian or...
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