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Abhinav Publications, New Delhi. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. First Edition. 44pp. These poems have the
bite of reality, the poet seeing steadily and he seeing whole. By and large they are peopled with the profound
truths of our inner being, offering a challenge to any who wish to perceive beyond the visible, hear beyond the
audible, and realize that which is often ineffable. There is in them felt a personal knowledge of the vastest of
those environments in which consciousness subsists, as well as suspense of that ever present question mark
which is at the very core of man?s being. Poems like Whirlpool or Stroke at Midnight quicken the pace of our
pulse no little by sheerly stretching the circumference of our awareness. But so does Cues for an Awakening in a
different way. In fact whether in celebration of the fact of life or propounding eternal vigilance, the poet is at
pains only to bestir himself out of the confines of a narrow space. No wonder apropos his previous volume of
verse one of India?s leading literary critics, Dr. K.R. Srinivasa lyenger, quoted a pertinent line from
Shakespeare?s Hamlet: ?The poems in Malik?s Cut-off Point have an intensity and urgency, but they may prove
caviare to the general.? Quite true, for serious, lasting poetry requires an equally serious reader.
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