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how to appreciate them; and read with satisfaction in the first law passed for our government, the provision,
that The inhabitants of the said territory, shall be entitled to the benefits of the writ of habeas corpus. They shall
be bailable, unless for capital oFences, where the proof is evident or the presumption great, and no cruel or
unusual punishment shall be indicted. Whenever we have been tempted to complain that other privileges,
deemed by us essential were withheld, we have been reminded of former periods in our history, when Liberty
was only a latency at the will of our superiors, and told to be grateful for the extension of a remedy against
every species of illegal, personal violence; we examined the nature of this provision, and saw in its theory an
admirable contrivance to secure the liberty of the citizen; we enquired into its operation, and found that its
practice had produced the correspondent eFect; and we considered this assurance of personal, as the first step
to political independence. Secured from the dread of legal punishment by a determination not to merit it, and
safe in the protecting power of the law against all attacks on our reputation or property, we assumed the plain
but loHy port of Freedom, and looked forward to the period when 60,000 citizens, who had by enjoying, learned
to appreciate their rights, should unite in assuming an equal rank in the great Federal Family - a station to
which nature and nature s God,...
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