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science survey course or an introductory one-semester course in sociology, or it may be used as a basic text in
departments that introduce their students to sociology after the freshman year. This is not a simple, pat book of
cut-and-dried principles. One reason is that human society is immensely complex, and to offer a simple
presentation is to underestimate or overlook or understate a multiplicity of intricate problems. Another reason
is that sociology as a science is still young and is feeling its way as it proceeds with the study of one of the most
complicated and confusing of all areas of knowledge. Society in Action is intended to provide an overall
analysis of human society as a dynamic entity, not only in terms of its structures, but, especially, in terms of its
operational aspects - that is, its functions, processes, and relations - and the factors involved in typical and
recurrent social situations. Mere descriptions of the more obvious or the more conventionally treated parts or
aspects of human society do not provide the thorough understanding of its nature and operation that is
theoretically possible or practically desirable today. Nor can this understanding be obtained from an
examination of society as a static thing. A treatment which restricts itself to social change, social institutions,
the community, or the ecological, cultural, or social-psychological approaches and overemphasizes certain
features at...
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