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Ladies and Gentlemen: - I appear before you to-night in the
character of an American citizen. The name American citizen, is
one I am proud of. I say proud of, because I believe that while
under the Aegis of the Stars and Stripes, I am as safe, and
entitled to the same protection, as under the glorious flag of Old
England - the flag which, for a thousand years, has braved the
battle and the breeze; that flag, which, wherever it appears, is
entitled to, and receives respect; that flag which waves over
dominions on which the sun never sets, and which is the emblem
of freedom throughout the universe. The flag of the United
States is also the emblem of freedom; and, thank God, is soon, I
fully believe, to float over a whole and undivided Union - a Union
cemented by the...
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