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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1900 edition. Excerpt: .should be taken with about one-quarter of its section in cut
and three-quarters in embankment, and would be hydraulic dredge work altogether. Probably from $3,000,000
to $4,000,000 would be a full allowance for it, but without a location and levels very little in the way of an
estimate can be made of it. In the matter of damages the area to be flooded is now some twothirds land and
one-third water, and taking the 4,000 square miles altogether at a dollar an acre, which was formerly a good
price for swamp land here, makes it $2,560,000. Or, again, the testimony before the sub-Senate committee in
1898 put the estimated value of all the land in this basin at $8,600,000, and probably threequarters of that, at
least, lay in the high ground next the river that is left outside of this reservoir system. With a promised
protection of this area, then, once for all stopped, it would seem that some $3,000,000 was a fair estimate of the
actual land values sacrificed in this work. However, it should be distinctly understood that every dollar the
government has spent and is spending on the front levee line in this promised protection is probably adding ten
dollars to this item in the cost of a reservoir system here. And what, perhaps, is even more questionable, in the
place of taking the land as it is, it is leaving it to be sold for farms by speculative interests at...
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